
 
  

 

https://www.lcps.org/banneker      February  2020 Banneker ES Newsletter 

 

Message from the Principal 

Dear Banneker Families, 

I can’t believe that January is already gone. Blink, and you would have missed it. Can 
you believe that your kindergarteners are halfway to first grade and our fifth graders 
are halfway to middle school? It has been a great school year at Banneker and I am 
excited to share some of the wonderful things that are going on around our school. 

PTO Meeting Tuesday, February 11 at 9:30am 

Valentines Day Friday, February 14 

Kindergarten online pre-registration opens, Tuesday, February 18 

Parents will be able to submit their pre-registration and will be instructed to contact the 
school to schedule their face to face registration appointments starting March 18, 2020. 
No elementary registrations or appointments will be “accepted” before March 18. 

Camp Read-A- Lot is Wednesday, February 19. More info to come. 

March 18, 2020—KG registration kick-off day. 

 

PBIS Updates 

Fantastic start to 2020! We have earned more than 200 Broncos in January. 
Congratulations to Mrs. Hamilton’s class for winning the class-wide pajama day for 
January. They earned 72 Broncos. Keep earning Broncos in February for respecting self, 
respecting others, and respecting property. 
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Outstanding Bronco Awards: On January 31, we had our first surprise Outstanding 
Bronco PBIS award assembly. Thank you to the 40+ parents and family members who 
came out to make that day so special. We were able to honor 40 outstanding Broncos 
from grades K-5 at this event. Please send any pictures to Meaghan.Stevens@lcps.org 
so that we can put them on our social media accounts and our announcement board. 

Valentine’s Day Message: 

In keeping with current practices designed to protect the health and safety of all 
children, elementary students in Loudoun County Public Schools are not permitted to 
distribute candy or other food items to classmates. As Valentine’s Day approaches, it is 
important for parents to understand that candy brought to school by students, 
including candy attached to Valentine’s Day cards, will be returned to the parent. 
Children are permitted to share Valentine's Day cards with each other, but they cannot 
give out candy. 

Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT) 

During the month of February, second grade students in Loudoun County Public 
Schools will take the online Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT), Form 7, Level 8. The CogAT 
measures general and specific cognitive skills that allow a student to learn new tasks or 
solve problems in the absence of direct instruction.  Students’ verbal, quantitative, and 
nonverbal reasoning abilities are measured by three test batteries, each of which is 
comprised of three subtests. Students typically complete three subtests per day, for 
three consecutive school days, to complete all nine subtests. These tests are untimed; 
however, each day’s testing period usually does not exceed 90 minutes. Students work 
through each subtest at his or her own pace, and the entire test is read aloud to 
students by means of pre-recorded audio. Students cannot prepare or study for the 
CogAT. Instead, they will have the opportunity to become familiar with test items 
through teacher-directed practice activities.  Additionally, practice questions, 
administered before the first subtest, will familiarize students with the online testing 
environment.  Score reports will be sent home to parents/guardians together with the 
3rd Quarter report card. If you have any questions, please contact Banneker's office.  

On-time Arrival to School and Attendance 

Thank you for all of your efforts with on-time arrival. I will be sending out attendance 
letters again the first week of February. As a general rule of thumb a letter will go home 
if a student has missed 10 days, 10 percent of school, or 5 days which are considered 
unexcused. These are considered excessive absences. Excessive absences and tardies 
will be handed over to the attendance officer if no improvement has been made. If 
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you have questions about our attendance policy, please see school board policy- 
Section 8-17 

Spelling Bee Winner 

Congratulations to all of our Spelling Bee contestants. We are so proud of our 5th 
graders. Juliet Mytsa was the 2020 Spelling Bee champion and Zeylah Lee will serve as 
this year’s alternate. 

School Climate Surveys 

School communities are tasked with ensuring that their school climate is conducive to 
effective teaching and optimal student learning.  A positive school climate may be 
defined as a safe and supportive environment that reflects a commitment to meeting 
and developing the academic, social, and emotional needs of every student. School 
climate data can be used by schools and divisions to monitor and improve school 
climate across four areas: nurturing school engagement, developing caring 
relationships, reaching towards high expectations, and fostering safety. Your fourth and 
fifth grade child will be given the opportunity to take the school climate survey during 
the three week period of February 18- March 6. Please see additional information on 
the LCPS climate survey here: https://www.lcps.org/Page/189350 

Regards, 

Robert L. Carter, Principal 

 

 
In the Library  
by meaghan.stevens@lcps.org  

On January 28th, the 2020 Caldecott Medal and Honor book 
winners were announced.   To celebrate this occasion we have 
been talking all about what the Caldecott Medal is, reading 
some past winners and voting on books that we think might 
think win this year.  The students have done a great job making 

observations about the illustrations in books and noticing how they can enhance the 
story.  Here is a list of the award recipients: 

Caldecott winner: 
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“The Undefeated,” illustrated by Kadir Nelson is the 2020 Caldecott Medal winner. The 
book was written by Kwame Alexander and published by Versify, an imprint of 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt.   

Three Caldecott Honor Books also were named:  

1. “Bear Came Along,” illustrated by LeUyen Pham, written by Richard T. Morris and 
published by Little, Brown and Company, a division of Hachette Book Group;  

2. “Double Bass Blues,” illustrated by Rudy Gutierrez, written by Andrea J. Loney 
and published by Alfred A. Knopf, a division of Random House Children’s Books, 
a division of Penguin Random House LLC;  

3.  “Going Down Home with Daddy,” illustrated by Daniel Minter, written by Kelly 
Starling Lyons and published by Peachtree Publishers.   

If you are interested in seeing the announcement you can click here to see more 
details about the winners. 

 

Tech in the School 
by meaghan.stevens@lcps.org   

We have had some of student Chromebooks come in 
lately that have been damaged.  Here is some information 
from the LCPS Handbook for the Chromebooks, found 
here, that may be helpful to keep the student 
Chromebooks working properly.   

2. TAKING CARE OF YOUR CHROMEBOOK: 
 
Students are responsible for the general care of the Chromebook they have been issued by the 
school. Chromebooks that are broken, or fail to work properly, must be taken to the designated 
Help Desk at their respective school as soon as possible in order to begin the repair process. 
Chromebooks owned by the district should not be taken to any outside computer service 
for any type of repairs or maintenance.  Students or parents should not attempt to 
complete any repairs to a Chromebook. 

2a: General Precautions 
● No food or drinks are allowed next to your Chromebook while it is in use. 
● Cords, cables, and removable storage devices must be inserted carefully into the 

Chromebook and removed carefully. 
● Never transport your Chromebook with the power cord plugged in.  
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● Chromebooks must remain free of any decorations or markings that permanently change 
the appearance of the chromebook. Decorations that are easily removable and leave no 
permanent marks or residue are allowed. Vents must not be covered.  

● Chromebooks are labeled with a Loudoun County Public Schools property tag. This tag 
must not be removed or altered in any way. 

● Chromebooks should never be left in a car or any unsupervised area. 
● Students are responsible for bringing completely charged Chromebook and their AC 

adaptor for use each school day. 

2b: Carrying Chromebooks 
● Transport Chromebooks with care. 
● Students should never store a Chromebook in a backpack or carrying case while 

plugged in. 
● Chromebook lids should always be closed and tightly secured when the Chromebook is 

being moved. 
● While the Chromebook is in a backpack or carrying case, do not place anything in the 

case or backpack that may cause damage to the Chromebook. Examples include but are 
not limited to: earbuds, pens, pencils and other school supplies. 

● Never move a Chromebook by lifting from the screen.  Always support a Chromebook 
from its base with the lid closed. 

2c: Screen Care  
● Chromebook screens are particularly sensitive to damage from excessive pressure on 

the screen. 
● The following actions may cause the Chromebook screen to become damaged:  

○ Leaning or putting pressure on the top of the Chromebook when it is closed. 
○ Storing the Chromebook with the screen in the open position or folded into tablet 

mode. 
○ Placing anything near the Chromebook that could put pressure on the screen. 
○ Poking the screen with anything that will mark or scratch the screen surface 

(regular pressure from a number 2 pencil being used as a stylus is fine). 
○ Drawing on the screen with any type of writing implement (with the exception of 

using a number 2 pencil as a stylus - this will not mark the special surface). 
○ Placing items on the keyboard before closing the lid (e.g. pens, pencils, or ear 

buds). 
Clean the screen with a soft, dry microfiber cloth or anti-static cloth. 
 
 

 

  
 



 
  

 

Physical Education: 
by Brad.Moss@lcps.org 

We will be introducing some nutrition awareness information, focusing on identification 
of foods, and  discussing “often”  and “sometimes” foods.  We are all different eaters, 
so“bad” or “good.” is not used to describe foods.   We will identify the foods, and the 
students will  discussed among each other some eating habits that work at their homes. 
We hope to have an enlightening time exploring this unit.   

I get excited about this time of year.  The Superbowl teams are decided.  NCAA 
basketball is in full swing, and hockey is well under way.  As well as, the crack of the 
bat, and the sound of a baseball hitting leather is right around the corner. 

We played hockey last quarter, and it was a great success.  Banneker hockey is a 
great team game that does have actual hockey style games played in the 
multipurpose room.  With that, we are very attentive to the seriousness of stick control 
and fairplay.  Our hockey unit always has a very strong lead up with respect to safety. 
We talk extensively about high sticking; staying on one’s feet; and playing fairly.  

We are playing volleyball now.  We are using a beachball to play games.  The ball 
floats and allows the students to establish position before contact.  The beachball is 
much safer with our low ceiling too.   

 We will be playing team handball.  We use a lot of the concepts of hockey.  However, 
in team handball, we use a ball and our hands.  The younger grades have some great 
ball control games and skill development tasks to join the upper grades who apply 
those skills into games. 

The upper grades are involved each year in a team handball tournament.  This year will 
be no different.  We are looking forward to that day being the capstone of the unit.  

Interested fifth graders:   The handball tournament will be at Lovettsville Elementary 
school this year.  Go Broncos! 

Date:  Saturday, March 9th   

Time: Games start at 9:15   

Make-up date: Sat. March 16th 
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School Counseling: 
by Joyce.Shanholtzer@lcps.org  

National School Counseling Week 

February 3 - 7 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL COUNSELORS... 

Assist in meeting special needs of students, 

Promote a positive school atmosphere, 

Teach classroom guidance lessons, 

Provide resources for parents, 

Counsel individual students, 

Meet with small groups, 

Consult with teachers, 

Confer with parents, 

Help in a crisis. 

School Counselors’ care about the emotional, social, and educational development of all 
students.  Contact Mrs. Shanholtzer (Joyce.Shanholtzer@lcps.org), if you have concerns about 

your Banneker student. 

 

ART:  
Bannaker will participate in out cluster art show at Loudoun Valley High.  The date for 
the show is  just around the corner and is set for Saturday, March 7th. We will join 
Emerick, Hamilton, Lincoln Elementary, Blue Ridge Middle and Loudoun Valley High 
School  students art  in an afternoon celebrating the arts.  It is so exciting to see what 
students are working on each year across the grade levels.   Parents of  students whose 
work will be in the show will be notified.  Look for works from all grade levels.  A note will 
be sent home the week before the show.  

I would like to remind or announce to those that don’t know already about the sewing 
sewing class that is happening on Tuesdays.  This is a great class for 3rd graders and 
older who are interested in learning hand stitching.  This is a skill that could come in 
handy for years to come and for girls and boys. 

 

  
 

mailto:Joyce.Shanholtzer@lcps.org
mailto:Joyce.Shanholtzer@lcps.org


 
  

 

Music:  
by Spencer.Duggan@lcps.org 
      @MrDugganMusic 

Students are letting their creative sides out in music!  First graders will continue reading 
simple 2 pitch melodies while singing songs and games to prepare them for eventually 3 
note melodies (Sol, La, and Mi).  Second graders will also play and compose melodies 
using Mi, Re, and Do and will play pre-established melodies that use Do, Re, Mi, and Sol. 
Third graders will continue creating a performance around the song "John Kanaka" while 
reading sixteenth note rhythms and beginning their folk dance unit.  Fourth graders will 
venture into their third recorder pitch allowing us to play more substantial songs 
including the ever-favorite "We Are Playing In the Forest." Fifth graders will extend their 
recorder range to include both low D and C before beginning their recorder karate 
journey.  The Banneker Bards are also gearing up for a special performance in March 
with all of the schools in our cluster so keep an eye out for information soon.  If you are 
interested in joining the Banneker Bards, please contact Mr. Duggan or the PTO because 
we are accepting new 4th and 5th grade members now! 

 

 SEARCH  
Mrs. Fortenbaugh - shirley.fortenbaugh@lcps.org 

Elementary Gifted Information Sessions Winter, 2020  
Parents and guardians who are considering referring their 3rd, 4th, or 5th grade child for 
gifted services and who are interested in learning more about elementary gifted 
education services offered through Loudoun County Public Schools (LCPS) are invited to 
attend an upcoming gifted information session.  The sessions are tailored for parents of 
students in grades 3-5. The sessions will be presented by LCPS gifted education 
resource teachers and will address program goals, services, the screening and 
identification process, and important deadlines.  Following the presentation, teachers 
will be available to answer questions.  See below for session dates and locations. 
Questions about the elementary gifted information sessions may be directed to the 
SEARCH teacher at your child’s school.  Spanish interpreters will be available. Please 
note that all parent referrals are due by February 7, 2020.  You may visit the LCPS Gifted 
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and Talented webpage for more information at https://www.lcps.org/Page/211705. 

 

 

PTO Corner 
Thank you to our Banneker Families for making our 2nd annual International Night a 
success.  We had a great time learning about other cultures and sharing yummy treats 
as well. Save the date!  The Family Fun Fair is coming on March 13th!  More details to 
come later in February, but it looks to be a fun evening for Banneker Families!  Thank 
you to all who have signed up for our latest afterschool activities: Makerspace and 
Hand Sewn Plushies!  We will be offering a winter session of sports club with Mr. Moss 
once the dates are finalized.  Look for those flyers coming home soon.  The next 
Banneker PTO meeting is planned for Tuesday, February 11th from 9:30am to 10:30am. 
More details to come 

Your PTO 

More information is available at: bannekerpto.com 

If you have any questions, please contact us at:  

bannekerpto@yahoo.com 
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